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Remarks Following a Meeting With
the House Republican Conference
October 30, 2007

Thank you all. T just had a very construc-
tive and important meeting with the leader-
ship and the Republican Members of the
United States House of Representatives. And
I want to thank you all for coming down,
and thank you for your leadership.

Congress is not getting its work done.
We're near the end of the year, and there
really isn’t much to show for it. The House
of Representatives has wasted valuable time
on a constant stream of investigations, and
the Senate has wasted valuable time on an
endless series of failed votes to pull our
troops out of Iraq. And yet there’s important
work to be done on behalf of the American
people.

They have not been able to send a single
annual appropriations bill to my desk, and
that’s the worst record for a Congress in 20
years. One of the important responsibilities
of the Congress is to pass appropriations bills,
and yet the leadership that’s on the Hill now
cannot get that job done.

They've also passed an endless series of
tax increases. You know, they proposed tax
increases in the farm bill, the energy bill, the
small-business bill, and of course, the SCHIP
bill. They haven’t seen a bill they could not
solve without shoving a tax hike into it. In
other words, they believe in raising taxes, and
we don’t.

Spending is skyrocketing under their lead-
ership—at least, proposed spending is sky-
rocketing under their leadership. After all,
they're trying to spend an additional $205 bil-
lion over the next 5 years. Some have said,
“Well, that doesn’t matter much; it’s not that
much money.” Well, 205 billion over the next
5 years in the real world amounts to this:
4.7 million per hour, every hour for every
day for the next 5 years. That’s a lot of
money.

And that doesn’t even include spending
that would actually pay for 2 million people
to move from private health insurance to an
inefficient, lower quality, Government-run
program. Despite knowing it does not have
a chance of becoming law, the Senate will
now take up the second SCHIP bill the
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House passed last week. I believe the Senate
is wasting valuable time. This bill, remark-
ably, manages to spend more money over 5
years than the first bill did.

After going alone and going nowhere,
Congress should instead work with the ad-
ministration on a bill that puts poor children
first; a bill that will take care of the poor
children that the initial bill said we got to
do; a bill that would stop diverting money
to adults. You realize some major States in
the United States spend more money on
adults than they do on children? We want
a bill that enrolls the more than 500,000 poor
children currently eligible for the program
who are not a part of the program.

We want to sit down in good faith and
come up with a bill that is responsible, be-
cause Congress has been unable or unwilling
to get its basic job done of passing spending
bills.

There are now reports that congressional
leaders may be considering combining the
Veterans and Department of Defense appro-
priations bills and then add a bloated labor,
health, and education spending bill to both
of them. It’s hard to imagine a more cynical
political strategy than trying to hold hostage
funding for our troops in combat and our
wounded warriors in order to extract $11 bil-
lion in additional social spending. I hope
media reports about such a strategy are
wrong; I really do. If they’re not, if the re-
ports of this strategy are true, I will veto such
a three-bill pileup. Congress should pass
each bill, one at a time, in a fiscally respon-
sible manner that reflects agreement be-
tween the legislative branch and the execu-
tive branch.

I again ask Congress to send me a clean
veterans funding bill that we have already
agreed to by Veterans Day, so we can keep
America’s promise to those who have de-
fended our freedom and are recovering from
injury. I again urge them to pass a clean de-
fense appropriations bill and a war supple-
mental bill to fund our troops in combat.

I know some on the Democrat side didn’t
agree with my decision to send troops in, but
it seems like we ought to be able to agree
that we're going to support our troops who
are in harm’s way. I know the Members feel
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that way, standing with me. I hope the lead-
ership feels that way, and they ought to give
me a bill that funds, among other things, bul-
lets and body armor and protection against
IEDs and Mine Resistant Ambush Protected
vehicles. It would be irresponsible to not give
our troops the resources they need to get
their job done because Congress was unable
to get its job done.

Again, I want to thank the Members here.
I appreciate us working together for the good
of the United States of America. God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:27 a.m. on the
North Portico at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to H.R. 3963 and H.R. 976.
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President Bush. Mr. President, thank you
for coming. Second time we have met here
in the Oval Office, and I told the President
that I remember distinctly his description of
what life was like in Uganda, particularly
when it comes to his raising cows; he’s a
cattleman, and it gave us something to talk
about.

But we talked about other issues as well.
I am very proud that the United States tax-
payer has supported this President in his ef-
forts to deal with HIV/AIDS. And Uganda
is the epitome of how one can implement
a comprehensive ABC strategy to achieve
concrete and specific results for the sake of
humanity. And so, Mr. President, I assure
you we’ll continue to support you on HIV/
AIDS, and equally important, we’ll support
you on fighting malaria.

President Museveni. Thank you.

President Bush. And I thank you for your
determined efforts.

We also talked about the benefit of trade
between the United States and the continent
of Africa, and the President reminded me
how important AGOA is to promote better
lives in our respective countries. And so, Mr.
President, thank you for that vision.

We talked about a lot of other subjects.
We talked about the security in the region.
The President has got good advice, and he’s
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got good judgment when it comes to issues
like Somalia and the Sudan. I assured him
that we're committed to peace and stability.
A matter of fact, I informed the President
today that I spoke to the Secretary-General
of the United Nations about Sudan, how I
think it is important to continue putting the
pressure on respective parties to come up
with an agreement that will help end the
genocide. And it’s important for the United
Nations to get moving those troops into this
Darfur region as quickly as possible.

And of course we discussed about the
peace between—the agreement between
south and north of Sudan, and our desire is
to make sure we implement that agreement.

And finally, we talked about eligibility for
Millennium Challenge. And I told the Presi-
dent this is a very important program. I hope
that Congress fully funds Millennium Chal-
lenge and that we will work with Uganda on
their eligibility.

And so, Mr. President, thanks for coming.
It’s really good to see you again.

President Museveni. Thank you.

President Bush. 1 appreciate you taking
time to visit with me here in the Oval Office.

President Museveni. 1 thank President
Bush for welcoming me here. As he told you,
we are most pleased with AGOA, African
Growth and Opportunity Act. This is where
the United States opens their market for Af-
rican value-added products, or products of
all other types, for 6,500 products.

Now, this is a very big opportunity. As you
know, the United States market is a big mar-
ket, $11 trillion market. The whole of the
African market today is about half a trillion
dollars, if it was integrated. Of course it will
grow—it will grow. As the purchasing power
of Africa grows, our whole market will also
grow.

However, in the short run, exporting to
the U.S. market is a very good stimulus for
our economies to grow fast. So we are very,
very pleased with President Bush for sus-
taining this AGOA arrangement, which has
helped our economies. Uganda is already ex-
porting processed fish from Lake Victoria to
the U.S. This is good also for the American
consumers because this fish is very good for
health. There’s very little pollution in our
part of the world, so it’s very good for the



